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Comparative Study of Open Publishing Between Commercial and Non-Profit Publishers and Implications

YU Hui MA WuTong ZHANG TengYu JI YingRu
(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038, P. R. China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the open access movement, a comparative study on the differentiated positioning and practical pathways of commercial
publishers and non-profit publishers in the open publishing ecosystem is of great reference value for advancing the construction of China’s open access system.
This paper takes four commercial publishers (Springer Nature, Wiley, Elsevier, Taylor & Francis) and three major non-profit publishers (PLOS, ACM, IEEE)
as research objects. Using web-based research and content analysis, it focuses the study of open publishing on three core dimensions: publishing content,
implementation mechanisms, and open access agreements. Based on a multi-dimensional analysis of the current state of open publishing for both types of
publishers, this paper conducts a comparative investigation into their differences in open transition speed, attitudes toward the article processing charge (APC)
model, and role positioning in the open access movement, so as to reveal the behavioral logic and value orientation of different actors in the open access
ecosystem. On this basis, three implications are proposed for China’s open publishing practice: promoting the clustering and alliance development of scientific
and technical journals to enhance transition agility; exploring diversified open publishing models to reduce dependence on APC; and strengthening top-level
design to build a core force for non-profit open publishing.
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