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Knowledge Absorption Structure and Evolutionary Path of Information Resources Management

TANG Juan'? YU YiFei'” HUANG Ying"?
(1. School of Information Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, P. R. China;
2. Center for Science, Technology & Education Assessment, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, P. R. China)

Abstract: The establishment of Information Resources Management (IRM) as a first-level academic discipline marks the beginning of a new stage in

its development. Unlike prior research paths that largely relied on Western disciplinary frameworks, this study is grounded in the discipline classification
system of the China’s State Council Academic Degree Committee and systematically reveals the interdisciplinary knowledge absorption patterns and dynamic
evolutionary trajectories of IRM within an international context. Using articles in the field of IRM indexed in the Web of Science Core Collection from 2015

to 2024 as the research sample, both knowledge structural analysis and dynamic evolutionary analysis are conducted, with a comprehensive measurement
framework built around three dimensions: knowledge absorption breadth, intensity, and structural reconfiguration. The findings indicate that the knowledge
structure of IRM is anchored by a dual-core foundation in Management and Engineering, while demonstrating relatively insufficient connections with disciplines
such as Agricultural Science. Its evolution is characterized by a model of breadth dominance, insufficient intensity, and structural stabilization. Taking the 2022
renaming of the discipline as a critical turning point, knowledge absorption breadth and overall capacity in IRM research articles increase significantly, marking
a transition in the discipline’s development from a phase of steady accumulation to convergence and optimization.

Keywords: Information Resources Management; Subject Category; Interdisciplinarity; Knowledge Absorption; Evolutionary Pattern
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