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30 Years of Digital Transformation: How Libraries Seize the Future

LIU Wei
(Information Research Institute, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200235, P. R. China)

Abstract: The paper traces the shocks that libraries have weathered over the past thirty years—from the open internet to mobile internet and, most recently,
to generative AlI—while chronicling their ongoing journey of digital transformation. It argues that three historical mutations have forged the cultural DNA of
libraries and remain the strongest drivers of their evolution. To keep that evolution alive, the profession needs a “smart library movement” that reinvents its
philosophy and reignites a renaissance of reading. In a world accelerating beyond our control, what we lack is not more information but better wisdom; not
greater speed but deeper reflection; not louder voices but truer companionship.
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